‘City explores possibility of public rail

By KATHRYN EAKENS
|ander Staff

¥With the city nearing
implemeontation of an
EXPNES COnnecion (o thiz
Tech Rldge Capital Matro
Park and Ride Faciliry in
narth Auatin, Reund Hock
Is now lenking atl another
way to the into the Capital
Ifetro systerm.
Chlef of Public Works
Operationa Tom ‘Ward
preaented & numhber of
mglonnl commuter radl
posslbittles fos the ety -

including ono that would
tie the city Into Capltal
Beiro's socn-to-bo Anlibed
Ned Line from downtown
Augiin to Leandder - to the
city council at les Thursday
mesting.

il omly ia  a
preliminary study phase,
the plan that received the
most positive cooncil
fendback would begin
wihere Caplital Motros Ted
Line curves alnng MceMeil
Homd and follow stote
Highway 45 - within the
naisfing right-of-way — i
wihara It Intersects with

Interstale 35.

“What we discovered |
that along SH 4% from the
big twrm in the tall jalong
Wechiel] to Diell b fous-and-
&-half mlles® Word sald,

T bl that 4.5 railes (o
rall amd buy iwo trein oeis
similar (o what Capitsl
Metro uses would cost an
eatimated 350 milllon - B0
poccanl of which would be
eligible for fundiag fram
thse: Federal gervernenent.

“S5o0 for roughly $10
millivn we could have the
capltal Facilitles. to_tle

Hipiwrdd Rock 1o the seet.of -

theé system and have acces
from  Hound @ Rock

dowmnttrwn Austln, UT dd
so an and bring peo

from Cedar -Park and
Leander and Austin to |ab
uppmlnnlﬂu- hefe” \I'mnl

Ht alsa aakd it mukltt
lTeasible o mnl.mui- along
SH 45 bo whene the toll rokd
Intersects  with  “the
Missouri/Kansas! Texas
rallroad apd-tuin north
fallowing the abandomed
tracks’ dght-al-wax

a-mn.m‘ﬁn
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RAIL: City might work on regional plan with neighboring cities

Continsed from page 1A

“We could have &
slatiocn mear e ||.|th=l
Edueation Cenlter and a
statlan in CGeorgetown,
And il Fllugerville wanted
1o participate as well. i
you mum south alang the
rallrond, i1 only about
three miles o the old
downtown of
[§1 ||;gr.'rulllr.-,‘ Word sald.
“S%p its possible to
develpp a system heme
with the pariners of
Gnnl:g:-ull.nm. Flugerville
and Hound Rock o
devalop rall in oar neglon
thol would tie us 1o the
ot of the caplial area”

There is nlso  the
possibiliny of i
parinership with the

Ceniral Texas Reglo ru.l
Maobility Authority, which
Is currently enabling
legislation to allow the
entity to  bulld and
operabe passenger il and
afrparts.

“II e were to Lok ai
cxtending it beyond cne
slation, we think [ would
make sense Lo bring in
mnmeans e o kind ol a
general mansger -
somenns whio could bulld
these kinds of projecis
and opemte them Insteacd
of us,” Word sald, “We
hove wisited with the
CTHMA, ihe reglonal
mobdlity nuthority for the
ariga, and they'sa very
intezesied in the concepr.”

Mo total  manusl

operating  cosis

estlmates for the 'MKT
secton of rall have been
determdmed yet, but Yo
sakd If the clty declded
move l'nnl'nn:! with the
project in the futare, it
could be possible to hove
It operational within flve

yEaIm.

Tha Hed Linp
connection study was
sprugred by interest from a
numbaer ol other aniities
kn bringlng il serdoo to
the city - including tho
Ausiin-San Antonio
Intermunicipal
Commuter Lall DXsirlct,
which has proposed a
radlway [rom Georgeloem
o San Anbanio

“Thie morthern extant

frcin Coorgeiown down
Round Rock would be
teualile along the
whandoned MET rght-ol-
wiy.” Word aaid, “At that
palnt thele propoail b to
turm and vae Union
Faciflle line that runs
through Kound Rock just
outskde owr Cliy Hall and
parallel to Mciel shrough
Augtin®

The proposed syatem
inciudes 15 atations along
102 mlles of rallway, with
Noumd Kock's . station
located acrosa the slreal
from Cliy Hall In the
downiicem, nren,

=0 of the things that
troubled us abput dhe
Ausatln-San Anlonia
propesal wes  the

downtown station” Wonl
spld. “While it's predty coaol
to bave o downiown rodl
atat|on, we dan’t have
many people who live

downtown and we don't

bawve o lot of jobs
dmimam.

*We do have o Iptr-nf
johs on’ the sooth'slde of
toemn along state Highway
df. In fact, we probably
hawe 14,000 jobs within a
miile of the Inersection ol
1-35 and SH 45.7

Word  identifled a
piiimber of benelits tha
coulbd b associsbed with
rallway conneciing 1o the
Copjtal Metro system,
including veonamic

ment and posibla
taducilan in wehicle miles

irmveled,

"We're nol golng b
stond here and tell you
wifpe il b leve B
i anoiher lave (0 sonbe
Taddlicy bacanse it dopsmn't
ea ihat kind of thing.” bo
sald, “But It does provide
altematives to peoplé whe
dartdriwe, enn't drbve or
just want an alcernative.*

«The «clty plons, to
tontinue to evaluatedhe
leagibillty of auch a
railway, and Mayor Alan
MeGraw  gaid ©.  the
implamamtation of the Red
Line from downotown
Austin to Leander could
help enywer muny of the
epineil's cirront queations
cancerning logistics and
prishibe intenesn,
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