Movement
on FM

1460 plan FM 1460: County, city could enter agreement o

By DRAD STUTZMAN
Leader Eddns :

Without of withoul Texas
pepariment of Trenspartation
funding, the Willlnmson County
Commissloners Court appenrs
ready i3 imove ahead wilh the Fhd
1 460 expansion project that some
havin &ald will change the faco of
eaaigrn Rourad Rock.

0 Tuesday, commissloners
are scheduled to entor an
sgreement with the Bound Hock
City Coungll, Bach pariner Ls
slatexl to it wup $7.5 million for
widening a two-mile stregch of
FM 1460 from Palm Valley
Boulevard 1o Old  Settlers
Doubevard,

That project is ong phase of an
aveenll plan to widen the seven-
mile rond; where medical ancd
education centers have been
bullt = amd whene' mone enensive
commercial and residentlal
developmeist appears to b Just
around the ceenes.

Precinct 1| Commaisalonor
Lisn Birkman of Brushy Creek
sald Priday Williamson County
would “weolcome TzDROT
funding, but the county and
Hound Eock probably need to
proceed whethaer or not stale
finzncial help is fortheoming.

e can'l walt to sen what

T e I 1460, page ZA
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TeDOT is going to do” Birkmun
sk,

County fudge Dan Gattiz and
county commissioners weeoe
arlginally scheduled to wote on
entering the agreement with
Round Rock eaclier Uais month

County olficials put thar vole
on hold, waiting to hear from

DOT engineer Bob Daigh

apolk at last week's

F IIIE:!|.I'J.1.|I-c||:||:|:: Court meeting.

:hi:uth he counld not give a

afinitive answer an whether

TapOT would help fund the
praject.

It has, In fact, been the leck of
avllable TaDOT dollars that's led
1o Willlamson County. Eound
Rock, Georgetown and a privabe
dewelopie bandlng together tn
tackle the road project In the
armecly szl fast growth-orea
eaif al [nieeitsls 35,

The privaie-secior partner =
Wateisioan Development - plans

1o bubled an upscale and high-
denalry eedidentinl and retall
canber, almilar 1o The Dansain in
i lveest Aissiin,

“Thir is, in my opinlon. a
major, mapor thing for the entire
county.” Gattis sald in Augusl
following a Warterstons

presentation al Commiskoners
Ciouet.

Halding out hope

Cim Friday. Hirkman safd the
county |s stll kobding our hape
{ne T[T help

"Rumar has it thee B &
possbbllity some additiomal
funding for road projects will be
anrmenced,” she anld

When contecied Fridwey by the
Leader, Dalgh sald he does not
yet know [ TxDOT will recommie
funding to projects it bad ooce
been eoimmilled o, but then
backed off from for lack of
{ilitay

“We are working with the city
ol Roaind Reck [and Willamson
Couniy] (o secue fanding for thar

miuch-aeeded p.rujul:l.' Daigh
said, "Bue g (l)a point, i (he
rpuEstian is dg [ have the ovomney
i iy prachen, the answer 8 'mo.”

Daigh sxid he atill has
mativalios o find stabe dollars
for the project, aven though
williamaon County and Eound
Rock apgear prepared 1o procesd
o thelr owes If necessary.

=1 mm the directar for this
reglon,” Dalgly sald. Il ihere I3 a
way, we [will] cobble together
same sabe and fedetal meaney”

*In a couple of weeks | belleve
I'll he able tp come back with
somiething canceete about FM
1460," Daigh told
courumisaionen laat week.

Some stata officlals have
predicied a budget surplus fos
tlir civanling yonr, but Daigh said
TEDOT does nat contng] how
mitch money It recelves from
thee Teexns State Logislatane

*We deal with the funds bt
age allocated 1o wa,” Daigh sald.
“Haow much modey we get |5 sl
bry thee begialature, ot TEDHIT
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Chonge is coming i

As recently as the 1980, th
whole seven-mile FM H‘Eq
porridar wad oull in the coalniry
Horses, shoep and cattle sill
graze In pastures - parthoularky ar
the northern end, known Lo
Gargetomm Incals as Anblsit §
Road - bul the two-lane
tharoughtare as i peoent years
become increasingly usbanized.

On the Eound REock end -
closer 1o U5, Highway 79 - the
Hound Rock Higher Education
Conter, Seton Medical Cente
Willismaon and the Teravist
subdivision have all been built]
Additionally, in late .ﬂ.uguul
jroursd was hroken at Texas Siale
Univarsity's new School of
IHursieg.

Highway 739 serves as FM
1480’ southers border. On the
parth it empties into Business 81
- also known as Seulh .H.I.lll:tn:
Asrun - in Georgetown.

work on the project - widenin
b 1460 from: twn lanes to four -

n ro;

1d widening
could begin next year.

Rounad Rock and Willlunson
County are each tentatively
slated b wiklen alsoul ame mile

of Fid 1460, from Highway 78
(Palm Valley Boubevard), north

| b O Serthers Doulevard

On the other end of FM 1460,
Geargeiown will at some point
b widening the road from
where |t Intersects Business §l,
south to Westinghouse Roacd.

Willlamzon County officials
have said that =t some
unspecifled future date the
county will pay for widlening Py
1460 From Weatinghowse Road
to Uiniversity Boulevned,

That leaves Walsrstone
Davelopment pieking up about
A ane-mile sireich between Old
Sattlers  Boulevard and
Uiniverskty Boulevard,

Pending the results of a Moy
q election, Wateérslomé
Development will pay for this
through ravadl disrrict
assessments that taa future
development.




